MINUTES

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

The City of Jesup Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting Tuesday, October 04, 2016, at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chamber.  Mayor David Earl Keith called the meeting to order.  Roll call was as follows:
   
                          
Mayor, David Earl Keith


Present



Commissioner, Shirlene Armstrong

Present
                          
Commissioner, Don A. Darden

Present

   
  
Commissioner, Nick Harris


Present


  
Commissioner, Bill Harvey


Present




Commissioner, Ray House


Present

                                  
City Attorney, Mike Conner


Present 
                          
City Manager, Mike Deal


Present 

                          
Police Chief, Glenn Takaki


Present
The Lord’s Prayer was led by City Attorney Conner.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Police Chief Takaki.
Commissioner Harris made motion seconded by Commissioner Armstrong to approve the minutes of the regular meeting dated September 06, 2016.
Commissioner Darden abstained.  All remaining Council voted yes.
City Manager Deal explained a conditional Alcoholic Beverage license was approved for Piggly Wiggly in the last regular meeting because notice in newspaper had not run for 30 days yet, but since has.
A Public Hearing was held on the request of Thompson Supermarket, Inc. d/b/a Piggly Wiggly, located at 348 W. Pine Street, for a 2016 Alcoholic Beverage license to sell beer and wine – package only.

No one present opposed the 2016 Alcoholic Beverage license.

Commissioner House made motion seconded by Commissioner Harvey to approve a 2016 Alcoholic Beverage license for Thompson Supermarket, Inc. d/b/a Piggly Wiggly, located at 348 W. Pine Street, to sell beer and wine – package only.

All Council voted yes.

Mayor Keith announced Piggly Wiggly will have their Grand Opening on Wednesday, October 12, 2016.  

City Attorney Conner informed Council the Wrecker Service Ordinance he provided at the last meeting was not the latest of 5 versions of the ordinance, and recommended they not take any formal action in this meeting.  
Derrick Landon, with Landon’s Towing, reviewed sections of the Wrecker Ordinance, and stated the City needs to create a City rotation list for Wrecker Service providers inside the City instead of having one countywide list.
Commissioner Harvey requested Council to table the Wrecker Service Ordinance, and have a work session Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at 5:30 p.m.

All Council agreed.

City Attorney Conner stated the previous approval of the 1st Reading of the Wrecker Service Ordinance will die due to failure to approve the 2nd Reading.

Assistant Fire Chief Josh Huffman recommended Council award bid on a Res-Q-Jack vehicle stabilization and lifting system to MES at $16,054.00.  He noted $23,000.00 was budgeted for this item.

Commissioner Harris made motion seconded by Commissioner House to award bid on a Res-Q-Jack vehicle stabilization and lifting system to MES at $16,054.00.

All Council voted yes.

Bids were as follows:




Georgia Fire & Rescue

$20,387.97




(did not meet specs)


$12,740.86




MES




$16,054.00




Southern Rescue


$18,391.00

Downtown Director Maika Kicklighter updated Council on the DDA Merchants Appreciation Banquet, noting about 125 people attended with no negative feedback.  She reported approximately $2,500 was spent on the event, and thanked the City of Jesup “In Action” Committee for serving the meal.

Mayor Keith thanked Downtown Director Kicklighter for the work she did on the Banquet.

Downtown Director Kicklighter reminded everyone Jesup Arch Fest will be held downtown on Saturday, October 22, 2016.
Public Works Director Eddie Williams recommended Council to award bid on (40) 8-yard slant containers to Lewis Steel Works at $27,400.00.  He noted $30,000.00 was budgeted for this item.

Commissioner House made motion seconded by Commissioner Darden to award bid on (40) 8-yard slant containers to Lewis Steel Works at $27,400.00.

All Council voted yes.

Bids were as follows:




Baker’s Waste Equipment

$33,825.00




Lewis Steel Works


$27,400.00




Wastequip



$29,560.00

Assistant Public Works Director Allen Boyd stated the arm on the backup garbage truck is worn out, and requested approval for $16,300.00 to purchase a replacement arm.

Commissioner Harris made motion seconded by Commissioner House to approve $16,300.00 to repair the back up garbage truck. 
All Council voted yes.

Wayne County Commissioner James Thomas introduced Chanda Cogdell Pittman, granddaughter of the late L. C. Cogdell, Jr.  Ms. Pittman read the bio of her grandfather, and asked Council to name the connector road at Zaxby’s after him.

Commissioner Darden made motion seconded by Commissioner Armstrong to name the connector road at Zaxby’s “L. C. Cogdell, Jr. Connector”.
All Council voted yes.

City Manager Deal stated he asked Denise Griffis, Wayne County Tax Commissioner, to come and explain the proposed small change in the millage rate, which totals about the same amount of revenue as last year.

Mrs. Griffis explained if the tax digest goes down, a small millage rate increase is allowed to keep the revenue about the same.  This is known as a roll back rate.  She noted if Council approves to increase the 2016 millage rate from 5.374 to 5.409, total revenue would still be about $26,000.00 less than last year.

Commissioner House made motion seconded by Commissioner Darden to approve the tentative 2016 millage rate at 5.409.

All Council voted yes.

City Manager Deal reported if SPLOST IV is not passed, the City would have to increase tax millage rate by 3 mils in order to maintain the status quo.  Wayne County’s increase would be over 3 mils, Screven, 4.4 mils, and Odum almost 3.7 mils.
City Manager Deal stated most of the SPLOST IV funds would go toward paying off the Wastewater Treatment Plant debt, but asked to earmark some of the funds to purchase machinery to enhance picking up limbs and leaves.

City Manager Deal introduced Alan D. Volskay, the new Local Manager for Georgia Power.
City Manager Deal reported the City has over $300,000.00 worth of DOT earmark money left from money received from Senator Johnny Isakson’s office.  He noted Joe Ierardi, Wayne Memorial Hospital Director, was very instrumental in obtaining this money.  

Will Murphy stated this money can be used for transportation-related projects such as streets and sidewalks, but not a parking lot.  Commissioner Armstrong noted some of the DOT money could be used to build sidewalks on Pepperhill.  
Commissioner Armstrong asked for the status of scheduling an Amnesty Day.  City Manager Deal stated he called the County and Broadhurst, but hasn’t heard back from them.  

Mayor Keith asked City Clerk Jackson to check on getting an Amnesty Day scheduled.

Commissioner Armstrong stated she attended a Bonding Retreat a couple of weeks ago, and introduced her new 2016 Leadership Wayne Classmates present in the audience.

Commissioner Darden stated “Children Playing” signs are needed at the intersection of 5th and Dexter Streets.

Commissioner Harris stated he attended a GMA Board Meeting last week, and invited them to come speak to Council about the Life/Health Insurance program they offer.

Commissioner Harris announced the upcoming District 9 GMA Fall Meeting will be held on Thursday, October 13, 2016, in Twin City, Georgia, and invited Council to attend.

Mayor Keith asked City Clerk Jackson to send an email to Commissioners to get a head count of who would be able to attend the GMA Fall Meeting.

Commissioner Harvey reported District 6 has set up another Neighborhood Watch Program, and will be moving to the Willow Creek Subdivision next.

Mayor Keith stated October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and read a Proclamation from the City of Jesup.

Mayor Keith announced on Friday, October 7, 2016 (weather permitting), there would be a Pinking of the Fountain at the Jesup Train Depot at 2:00 p.m.  Special guests will be Dr. Bostwick, with Women’s Health Center, and his daughter, Hanna Keith Lewis, breast cancer survivor.

Mayor Keith thanked Christy Carter, Chamber of Commerce Director, for inviting elected and appointed officials to an Appreciation Cookout held at the Farmers Market on September 29, 2016.

Mayor Keith stated he called CSX to inquire about the delay on the railroad crossing repair on Cherry Street.  He also spoke with Congressman Buddy Carter who assured him CSX would be contacting him tomorrow.
Mayor Keith stated there is an upcoming dangerous situation with Hurricane Matthew, and urged everyone to prepare for the worst and pray for the best.

Doug Lewis noted Georgia Power and emergency vehicles have to get off the road at a certain wind speed, and may not be able to provide help to you for quite a few hours.

Mayor Keith stated Council approved to pay 1/3 of the cost for Coal Ash Environmental Study in February 12, 2016 meeting, and asked for approval for City Manager Deal to submit a check in the amount of $1,733.00.  The total cost of the study is $5,200.00.
Commissioner Armstrong made motion seconded by Commissioner Harvey to approve $1,733.00 for 1/3 of the cost of Coal Ash Environmental Study.

All Council voted yes.

Mayor Keith asked City Attorney Conner about the status on the reimbursement due to the City from Group Resources.

City Attorney Conner distributed a handout to Council, and stated City Manager Deal has approved the retention of an expert who is expensive, but the City does not have any choice.
Mayor Keith read the following message sent to the City’s Facebook page regarding Online Bingo:

Jimmy Bowmen


September 15th, 2016 @ 9:14 p.m.


Yes I would like to give a big shoutout to who ever came up with this.  As seniors sit in their 
homes with nothing to do, we do now.  We absolutely love it.  We are doing it as a neighborhood 
thing for the ones who can’t drive at night.  We can sit at the kitchen table, play and share a laugh 
or two.  This is the best thing ever.  We had a blast.  Hope this continues.  Again, great idea.  
Thank you, and look forward to more games!!!!!!!
Commissioner Armstrong announced the City of Jesup “In Action” Committee will be playing Online Bingo “Live” on the City’s Facebook page every 1st and 3rd Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

Meeting Adjourned,
__________________________      

Rose Marcus-Jackson

City Clerk-Treasurer

