


                                                                              MINUTES
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

The City of Jesup Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting Tuesday, June 7, 2016, at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chamber.  Mayor David Earl Keith called the meeting to order.  Roll call was as follows:	   
                                     

                                      Mayor, David Earl Keith	                          Present
                                      Commissioner, Shirlene Armstrong   	  Present                                       
Commissioner, Don A. Darden		  Present	 		      Commissioner, Nick Harris		              Present
Commissioner, Bill Harvey 	             	  Present
              		  Commissioner, Ray House			  Present 
              	              Commissioner, Bobby Townsend		  Absent 
              		  City Attorney, Mike Conner			  Present 
             		  City Manager, Mike Deal			  Present 
          			  Police Chief, Glenn Takaki			  Present

The Lord’s Prayer was led by City Attorney Conner.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Police Chief Takaki.

Mayor Keith reported Commissioner Townsend is home from the hospital, and asked everyone to continue to keep him in their prayers.

Commissioner House made motion seconded by Commissioner Harris to approve the minutes of the regular meeting dated May 3, 2016.

All Council present voted yes.

Mayor Keith thanked City Manager Deal and City Clerk Jackson for their hard work on the 2016-17 Budget.

Fire Lieutenant John Westberry, on behalf of all the City employees, thanked Council, City Manager Deal and City Clerk Jackson for their cost-of-living raise Council just approved.  He also distributed thank-you letters to the Council from each department.

Mayor Keith thanked all the employees for everything they do for the City.  He also thanked the department heads for working with City Manager Deal and City Clerk Jackson to keep budget expenses down so Council could approve a 5% cost-of-living raise for the employees.

City Manager Deal stated he is very proud of all the employees, and glad to see them present at the meeting.

Commissioner Harris made motion seconded by Commissioner Armstrong to approve the 2nd reading of the 2016-17 Budget Ordinance.

All Council present voted yes.
 




City Engineer Shuman updated Council on solar energy, and announced he is officially on board.  He stated he visited a 1.2 megawatt solar power Wastewater Treatment Plant in Chatsworth, and was quite impressed.

He informed Council they have 2 decisions to make:

1)    Are we going to do it?

2)    How would it be managed?

City Engineer Shuman noted he thinks solar power is here to stay, and the savings are out there.  He recommended Council go with Greenavations if they proceed with solar power for the Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

City Engineer Shuman noted the drop dead date is June 30, 2017, and stated he would like to shoot for the November 2016 GEFA Board meeting.

Commissioner Harvey stated he would like to hear from other Solar Power companies instead of just going with one company.

City Manager Deal stated there are other providers, but he feels Greenavations are much further advanced.

Commissioner Harris made motion seconded by Commissioner House to instruct Mr. Shuman to move forward with the Solar Energy project for the Wastewater Treatment Plant.

All Council present voted yes.  

A Public Hearing was held on the request of Francis Maxey to rezone 415, 517, 555, 567 and 591 East Cherry Street from R-2 to P-R.

Building Inspector Herrin stated the request has been approved by the Planning and Zoning Board.

Commissioner House made motion seconded by Commissioner Harris to approve the request of Francis Maxey to rezone 415, 517, 555, 567 and 591 East Cherry Street from R-2 to P-R.

All Council present voted yes.   

The new Wayne County Chamber Executive Director, Christy Carter, introduced herself to Council and stated she looks forward to working with all of them.

Water Department Supervisor Anthony Crawford recommended Council award the low bid on a 2016 Ford F250 XL to J. C. Lewis Ford in the amount of $27,575.30.

Commissioner Harris made motion seconded by Commissioner House to award low bid on a 2016 Ford F250 XL to J. C. Lewis Ford in the amount of $27,575.30.

All Council present voted yes.







Bids were as follows:

                  Brannen Motor Company   	     2017 Ford F250 XL            		                $29,809.00          
 
                  Ginn Commercial and Fleet  	     2016 Dodge Ram 2500                                       $33,753.00
                                                              	     2017 Dodge Ram 2500 	                             $30,024.72  

                   O. C. Welch                	     2016 Ford F250 XL                                            $30,455.00
     
                   J. C. Lewis Ford                         2016 Ford F250 XL              		                $27,575.30

                  NeSmith Chevrolet                      2016 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD     	   $31,733.00

Commissioner House made motion seconded by Commissioner Harvey to approve a 2016 Alcohol License for Kedish, Inc. d/b/a Hurricane’s Convenience Store, located at 105 Hinson Mosley Road, to sell Beer and Wine (Package Only).

All Council present voted yes.

Jessica Tolley, Manager of LED Roadway, a Georgia Power Company, talked about their LED Roadway 
Lighting Initiative.  She stated about a year ago they started converting governmental high-pressure sodium lights to LED.  

Ms. Tolley explained some of the benefits to LED lighting which include:  

· improved visibility
· better uniform on roadway
· remote diagnostics
· lighting scheduling at an additional cost

Ms. Tolley reported the City’s current lease is $14,666 per month, which would increase to $14,744 per month for LED.  There is no up-front cost to the City. 

Commissioner Harvey commented he sees this as a great advantage to Georgia Power and asked what is   the City getting for the extra money.

City Manager Deal noted the City of Jacksonville is doing their own work for approximately $20 million, and for the City of Jesup to do its own work would be expensive.

Commissioner House asked if the City would ever see any cost savings if they convert to LED.  Ms. Tolley stated dimming and scheduling would save the City money.

Mayor Keith asked could residents convert their lights to LED.   Ms. Tolley stated residents paying for their own lights could convert to LED.

Commissioner Darden asked when could Georgia Power start installing the LED lights.  Ms. Tolley stated they could start in July, 2016, unless the City has changes that need to be made.

Commissioner House made motion seconded by Commissioner Darden to approve Georgia Power to convert the City’s high-pressure sodium roadway lights to LED.





Commissioner Harvey voted no.  All remaining Council present voted yes.

Mayor Keith withdrew the Executive Session from the Agenda.

City Manager Deal informed Council the Wayne County Chamber Legacy Dinner nomination forms are due if they wish to nominate someone.  

City Manager Deal notified Council that Fire Chief Gene Lane and Assistant Fire Chief Josh Huffman had the recently purchased Rescue Truck outside, and are willing to give a demonstration after the Council meeting.

Commissioner Darden thanked the City for the work done on the James E. Johnson Connector sidewalk; and stated it is complete and being used daily.

Mayor Keith congratulated Miki Thomaston for being appointed as a member to the Department of Natural Resources Board.  

Mayor Keith reported Attorney Conner has the City in a great spot with the discussion with EPD, and the City has stopped further litigation actions.  He stated he personally thinks the Corps is going to make Republic Services do something different.

He reported the City has spent approximately $35,000 in legal fees, and thanked Attorney Conner and the Commissioners for all their hard work.

Mayor Keith announced Rayonier’s permit is being appealed by the Altamaha River Keepers.   A hearing is scheduled for Thursday, June 9, 2016, at the Pierce County Courthouse at 9:00 A. M.

Meeting Adjourned,

 

_____________________________      
Rose Marcus-Jackson
City Clerk-Treasurer

